
VISIONING BELLAIRE 
URBAN DESIGN AND BEAUTIFICATION MASTER PLAN

Terrain Studio 

landscape architecture, planning, urban design



STEP ONE – LISTENING AND LEARNING

STEP TWO – DRAFT CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN 

STEP THREE – FINAL CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN

STEP FOUR – BEAUTIFICATION PROGRAM PLAN

FINAL PLAN BOOKLET AND PRESENTATION

VISIONING BELLAIRE PROCESS



RENEWING THE 1908 VISION  FOR BELLAIRE

1908

Bellaire founded by William Baldwin as part of the 23,000 acre Rice 

Ranch. It was envisioned to be a “GARDEN CITY”



BELLAIRE’S BRAND

BEAUTIFUL CONNECTED / SOCIAL SUSTAINABLE

THE 

NEW

GARDEN CITY

a harmonious community balancing the best of town and country



BELLAIRE’S STRENGTH

BEAUTIFUL CONNECTED / SOCIAL SUSTAINABLE

THE BEST 

PLACE

TO LIVE IN 

HOUSTON



THE PUBLIC INVESTMENT STRATEGY

FUNCTIONALITY

each

$
yields

VALUE CREATIONBEAUTIFCATION + +



DESIGN PRINCIPLES



DESIGN PRINCIPLES

“ONE” CITY

Urban Design and 

Beautification 

Improvements should 

establish a brand that 

reinforces Bellaire as 

“ONE” City.

Urban Design and 

Beautification 

Improvements should 

Elevate Quality of Life 

and Quality and Real 

Property Value for All. 



DESIGN PRINCIPLES

reinforce Bellaire Town 

Center and Evelyn’s 

Park as “centers of 

gravity” within the city of 

Bellaire , one urban, 

one green 

EVELYN’S PARK
TOWN CENTER

DESTINATIONS

NDC & 
EVERGREEN 

PARKS

NORTH LIVABLE 
CENTER



DESIGN PRINCIPLES

create streets that 

promote walking 

and biking as safe 

and pleasant 

alternatives to the 

car along paths that 

link major 

destinations

Urban Forest 

Dedicated Bike Lanes
Sidewalks as Social Spaces Shared Bike Lanes West Loop Transparency People, Bike Connectivity at West Loop

CONNECTIVITY



DESIGN PRINCIPLES

employ proven 

green infrastructure 

solutions that set 

Bellaire apart as an 

environmentally 

conscious 

community

employ green 

infrastructure 

solutions that soak 

up run-off 

minimizing urban 

flooding

Urban Forest 

GREEN

INFRASTRUCTURE

Easements for People and StormwaterInfiltration PlantersPerennial GardensPervious SurfacesBio-Retention



DESIGN PRINCIPLES

create a public 

realm that allows 

people to socialize, 

to meet on the 

street, to  know 

one’s neighbor

create social spaces  

for gatherings large 

and small

create an annual 

civic event that is a 

regional attraction

Pop-up Events Biking Strolling Walking the Dog

THE 

SOCIAL

LANDSCAPE 



URBAN DESIGN AND BEAUTIFICATION 

OPPORTUNITIES

Bellaire 

Boulevard

Major 

Thoroughfares

Connectors

Neighborhood 

Streets

West Loop

Corridor

Easements

City Gateways

The Triangle

North Livable

Center

Chevron 

Parcel

Bellaire High 

School 



NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

Bellaire 

Boulevard

Major 

Thoroughfares

Collectors

Neighborhood 

Streets

The West Loop 

Corridor

Easements

City Gateways

The Triangle

Chevron

North TOD

88%



SIDEWALKS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

LEGEND

Proposed Sidewalk

Existing Sidewalk

Churches, School, 

Park, Urban Village, 

Corridor Mixed Use



TYPICAL STREET SECTION

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

6 FT 6 FT



SIDEWALKS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



BIO-RETENTION GARDENS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

6 FT 6 FT



BIO-RETENTION GARDENS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



BIO-RETENTION GARDENS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



BIO-RETENTION DETAILS

SUSTAINABILITY

DETAINS .2 CF / FT



BIO-RETENTION GARDENS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



BIO-RETENTION GARDENS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



BIO-RETENTION GARDENS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

ASIAN JASMINE INDIAN HAWTHORN

GIANT BLUE LIRIOPE MONKEY GRASS - OPHIOPOGON



BIO-RETENTION GARDENS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

LOUISIANA IRIS

SPIDER LILY

GULF COAST MUHLY GRASS

MEXICAN FEATHER GRASS



BIO-RETENTION GARDENS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

LANTANA

KNOCKOUT ROSES

SALVIA

KATY RUELIA



BIO-RETENTION GARDENS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

SOUTH TEXAS PERENNIAL GARDEN



STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

SUSTAINABILITY

Bio-retention Gardens 2,700,000 cf of Detention

Infiltration Planters 17,550 cf of Detention

Easement Swales 1,741,500 cf of Detention



INTERSECTIONS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



ART INTERSECTION ENLARGEMENT

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

Private

Public



ART INTERSECTION 

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



ART INTERSECTION 

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



ART INTERSECTION 

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



TYPICAL INTERSECTIONS 

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



TYPICAL INTERSECTIONS 

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



TYPICAL INTERSECTIONS 

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS



ART INTERSECTIONS

NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

Potential Mosaic Tile Art Intersection

Art Intersection Seating

Intersection Seating Without Art



URBAN ELEMENTS



URBAN ELEMENTS HIERARCHY 



URBAN ELEMENTS HIERARCHY 
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BURY OVERHEAD POWER LINES

LEGEND

Overhead power lines fronting streets



SOUTH RICE AT BELLAIRE BOULEVARD

EXISTING



SOUTH RICE AT BELLAIRE BOULEVARD

AFTER BURIEL



Cul-De-Sac Conversions

WEST LOOP CORRIDOR

LEGEND

Proposed Cul-De-Sac

Existing/Proposed 

Continuous Sidewalk



PROPOSED CUL-DE-SAC @ VERONE STREET CONCEPT

WEST LOOP CORRIDOR



CURRENT CONDITION @ VERONE STREET VIEW

WEST LOOP CORRIDOR



PROPOSED CUL-DE-SAC @ VERONE STREET VIEW

WEST LOOP CORRIDOR



Bellaire 

Boulevard

Major 

Thoroughfares

Collectors

Neighborhood 

Streets

The West Loop 

Corridor

Easements

City Gateways

The Triangle

Chevron

North TOD

CONNECTOR STREETS

FOURNACE

EVERGREEN

F
E

R
R

IS

N
E

W
C

A
S

T
L

E

2
n

d
a
n
d
 A

n
d
e
rs

o
n



PROPOSED NEWCASTLE SECTION

CONNECTOR STREETS



PROPOSED EVERGREEN-FERRIS-FOURNACE- 2ND SECTION

CONNECTOR STREETS

66FT



MAJOR THOROUGHFARES
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PROPOSED SECTION

BISSONNET
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WESTHEIMER RECONESTRUCTION @ SHEPHERD

BISSONNET - REFERENCE



URBAN BIO-RETENTION 

SUSTAINABILITY



Bellaire 

Boulevard

Major 

Thoroughfares

Collectors

Neighborhood 

Streets

The West Loop 

Corridor

Easements

City Gateways

The Triangle

Chevron

North TOD

RESIDENTIAL

CIVIC

CHARACTER ZONES

SOUTH RICE BLVD. & CHIMNEY ROCK



PROPOSED SECTION

SOUTH RICE BOULEVARD

EVERGREEN
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11’ 11’ 11’ 11’
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PROPOSED SECTION – PARALLEL PARKING

SOUTH RICE BOULEVARD

POROUS PAVING



OFFICE

EVELYN’S PARK

PASEO PARK

URBAN VILLAGE

RIGHTS OF WAY

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD

240’ +120’ 150’



Paseo Park and Bellaire Boulevard

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD
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120’ R.O.W. PROPOSED SECTION

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD
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Paseo Park and Bellaire Boulevard

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



Paseo Park and Bellaire Boulevard

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



Paseo Park and Bellaire Boulevard

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



Paseo Park and Bellaire Boulevard

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



Paseo Park and Bellaire Boulevard

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



Paseo Park West 

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD WEST

LEGEND

1. The Paseo – 20’ Wide with 

Decomposed Granite

2. Teas Legacy Rose Gardens

3. Art Terrace

4. Public Art

5. Metro Transit Stop

6. Connector Plazas

7. Annual/Perennial Display

8. Bellaire Water Gardens

9. Bellaire Weekend Farmers 

Market

10. Existing Trees to Remain

11. Live Oak Allee

12. Dedicated Bicycle Lane

13. 8’ Sidewalk

14. Urban Village Complete 

Streets (500 Spaces)

15. Angled Parking; Pervious 

Paving; Shared Parking 

District

16. Detention and Water 

Harvesting below Angled 

Parking

17. Parallel Parking

18. Structured Parking; 4 to 5 

Levels; Shared Parking 

District

19. Renewal or Redevelopment 

Parcel

20. Urban Paseo

21. Transition Alley

22. Proposed Private Property

URBAN VILLAGE

S
e
c
. 
2



BELLAIRE WATER GARDENS

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



BELLAIRE WATER GARDENS

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



BELLAIRE WATER GARDENS

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



BELLAIRE WATER GARDENS

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



Paseo Park

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD EAST

LEGEND

1. West Loop Gateway

2. The Paseo – 20’ Wide with 

Decomposed Granite

3. Teas Legacy Rose Garden

4. Art Terrace

5. Public Art

6. Connector Plazas

7. Annual/Perennial Display

8. Community Gardens

9. Weekend Farmers Market

10. Trolley Pavilion

11. Existing Trees to Remain

12. Live Oak Allee

13. Dedicated Bicycle Lane

14. 6’ Sidewalk

15. Founders Fountain

S
e
c
. 3

S
e
c
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Paseo Park and Bellaire Boulevard

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



Paseo Park and Bellaire Boulevard

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



Paseo Park

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD EAST

LEGEND

1. West Loop Gateway

2. The Paseo – 20’ Wide with 

Decomposed Granite

3. Teas Legacy Rose Garden

4. Art Terrace

5. Public Art

6. Connector Plazas

7. Annual/Perennial Display

8. Community Gardens

9. Weekend Farmers Market

10. Trolley Pavilion

11. Existing Trees to Remain

12. Live Oak Allee

13. Dedicated Bicycle Lane

14. 6’ Sidewalk

15. Founders Fountain

S
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. 3
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Paseo Park and Bellaire Boulevard

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD



create a public 

realm that allows 

people to socialize, 

to meet on the 

street, to  know 

one’s neighbor

create social spaces  

for gatherings large 

and small

create an annual 

civic event that is a 

regional attraction

URBAN VILLAGE DOWNTOWN



LEGEND

1. The Paseo – 20’ Wide with 

Decomposed Granite

2. Teas Legacy Rose Gardens

3. Art Terrace

4. Public Art

5. Metro Transit Stop

6. Connector Plazas

7. Annual/Perennial Display

8. Bellaire Water Gardens

9. Bellaire Weekend Farmers 

Market

10. Existing Trees to Remain

11. Live Oak Allee

12. Dedicated Bicycle Lane

13. 8’ Sidewalk

14. Urban Village Complete 

Streets (500 Spaces)

15. Angled Parking; Pervious 

Paving; Shared Parking 

District

16. Detention and Water 

Harvesting below Angled 

Parking

17. Parallel Parking

18. Structured Parking; 4 to 5 

Levels; Shared Parking 

District

19. Renewal or Redevelopment 

Parcel

20. Urban Paseo

21. Transition Alley

22. Proposed Private Property

URBAN VILLAGE

S
e
c
. 
2



create a public 

realm that allows 

people to socialize, 

to meet on the 

street, to  know 

one’s neighbor

create social spaces  

for gatherings large 

and small

create an annual 

civic event that is a 

regional attraction

URBAN VILLAGE DOWNTOWN



URBAN VILLAGE DOWNTOWN INITIATIVES

SHARED PARKING

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD

DASHWOOD
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COMPLETE / PARKING STREETS

SHARED PARKING GARAGES

ACCESS ALLEYS

URBAN PASEOS

BUFFER ALLEY

HEB



COMPLETE / PARKING STREETS

URBAN VILLAGE

LEGEND

1. Travel Lanes

2. Metered Parking

3. Bike Lane

4. Walkways

5. Street Lights

6. Future Mixed-Use development

7. Street Trees

8. Parking Trees

9. Pervious Paving



COMPLETE / PARKING STREETS

URBAN VILLAGE



URBAN VILLAGE DOWNTOWN INITIATIVES

SHARED DETENTION

BELLAIRE BOULEVARD

DASHWOOD
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RENEWAL 

URBAN VILLAGE

COURTESY OF BUTLER PLANNING



RENEWAL 

URBAN VILLAGE



COMPLETE / PARKING STREETS

URBAN VILLAGE



RENEWAL 

URBAN VILLAGE

COURTESY OF BUTLER PLANNING



RENEWAL 

URBAN VILLAGE

COURTESY OF BUTLER PLANNING



RENEWAL 

URBAN VILLAGE

COURTESY OF BUTLER PLANNING



URBAN PASEO

URBAN VILLAGE



TRANSITION ALLEY

URBAN VILLAGE



THE COASTAL PRAIRIE LINEAR PARK 

EASEMENTS



EVELYN’S PARK

THE COASTAL PRAIRIE LINEAR PARK 

EASEMENTS



THE COASTAL PRAIRIE LINEAR PARK 

EASEMENTS



Bike Facilities

EASEMENTS / BIKING

LEGEND

Proposed Bike Facility (per City of 

Houston Bicycle Master Plan)

Proposed Bike Facility

Existing Bike Facility

MEMORIAL PARK

HERMANN PARK

BELLAIRE



THE COASTAL PRAIRIE LINEAR PARK 

EASEMENTS ENLARGEMENT



THE COASTAL PRAIRIE LINEAR PARK 

EASEMENTS



PARK CONNECTIONS

EASEMENTS ENLARGEMENT



THE COASTAL PRAIRIE LINEAR PARK 

EASEMENTS



Section @ Bellaire

EASEMENTS



EASEMENTS



Section @ Bissonnet

EASEMENTS



URBAN DESIGN AND BEAUTIFICATION 

OPPORTUNITIES

North Livable

Center

Chevron 

Parcel



NORTH LIVABLE CENTER
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NORTH LIVABLE CENTER



NORTH LIVABLE CENTER



NORTH LIVABLE CENTER



NORTH LIVABLE CENTER



NORTH LIVABLE CENTER



CHEVRON SITE
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TEMPORARY, HISD LEASED,  RE-USE 

OF EXISTING OFFICE BUILDING / 

PARKING AS BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL 

WHILE THE CAMPUS IS BEING 

REDEVELOPED
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CHEVRON SITE



CHEVRON SITE



CHEVRON SITE



CHEVRON SITE



West Loop @ Bellaire Boulevard

CITY GATEWAYS

WEST LOOP CITY GATEWAYS

BELAIRE WATER GARDENS

PERIMETER CITY GATEWAY



BELLAIRE BOULEVARD

WEST LOOP CITY GATEWAY 

LEGEND

1. West Loop Gateway

2. The Paseo – 20’ Wide with 

Decomposed Granite

3. Teas Legacy Rose Garden

4. Art Terrace

5. Public Art

6. Connector Plazas

7. Annual/Perennial Display

8. Community Gardens

9. Weekend Farmers Market

10. Trolley Pavilion

11. Existing Trees to Remain

12. Live Oak Allee

13. Dedicated Bicycle Lane

14. 6’ Sidewalk

15. Founders Fountain



West Loop @ Bellaire Boulevard

CITY GATEWAY BEFORE



West Loop @ Bellaire Boulevard

CITY GATEWAY AFTER: OPTION 1



West Loop @ Bellaire Boulevard

CITY GATEWAY AFTER: OPTION 2



West Loop @ Bellaire Boulevard

CITY GATEWAY AFTER: OPTION 3



WEST LOOP GATEWAY LIGHTING

CITY GATEWAY



PERIMETER GATEWAY

CITY GATEWAYS

WEST LOOP CITY GATEWAYS

BELAIRE WATER GARDENS

PERIMETER CITY GATEWAY



Train Tracks @ Bellaire Boulevard

CITY GATEWAY BEFORE



Train Tracks @ Bellaire Boulevard

CITY GATEWAY AFTER



BELLAIRE’S STRENGTH

BEAUTIFUL CONNECTED / SOCIAL SUSTAINABLE

THE BEST 

PLACE

TO LIVE IN 

HOUSTON


